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INTERNATIONAL SONGWRITING COMPETITION (ISC) 
ANNOUNCES 2013 BLUES WINNERS
May 9, 2014 - - The International Songwriting Competition (ISC), widely recognized as the most prestigious and respected songwriting competition in the world, has today announced its 2013 winners.  Out of almost 20,000 entries from 120 different countries, Blues artists and songwriters Terry Hanck, Al Reed, and Haakon Hoeye and William Troiani have earned First, Second, and Third Place wins in the Blues category. 
Established in 2002, ISC awards more than $150,000 in cash and prizes to amateur and professional songwriters around the world. Past ISC winners include Gotye, Bastille, The Band Perry, Passenger, Kasey Chambers, Gin Wigmore, King Charles, Lindsey Stirling, Kimbra, Andrew Bird, and many more.
Winners were selected by a panel of judges that included, among others, Imagine Dragons, Martina McBride, Joshua Redman, Josh Turner, Keane, Garbage, Dido, Jon Secada, Darryl McDaniels (Run D.M.C.), James Cotton, Boney James, Jason Isbell, and Anoushka Shankar. Judges also included the top echelon of music industry executives, including Monte Lipman (Founder, Chairman, and Chief Executive Officer, Republic Records), Dan McCarroll (President, Warner Bros. Records), Alison Donald (Co-President, Columbia Records UK), Bruce Iglauer (Founder/President, Alligator Records), and many more.

“It is vital for all songwriters to be recognized for their talents and awarded the due respect for their accomplishments,” states Candace Avery, Founder and Director. “ The Blues genre is especially important because of its hisorical significance and influence on many other genres, so it is extremely important to pay tribute to the up-and-coming Blues artists who are excelling today. ”
2013 Blues Winners Include:
First Place

“I Keep On Holdin' On” – Terry Hanck – Chicago, IL, USA

First place in this year’s Blues category goes to Chicago native Terry Hanck for his song I Keep On Holdin’ On.”  A Blues Music Award winner, Hanck is said to « wail like a big dog on sax and vocals. ”   Living Blues  has called Hanck  ” one of the most formidable saxophonists in the Blues and Soul business. ”  For over a decade, he played with Elvin Bishop, honing his skills, and in 1987, he left to form his own band. With a rock solid band backing him up, Hanck tears it up with a wide variety of nuanced, soulful Blues. 
Second Place
”Kiss Tomorrow Goodby Ft. Johnny Winter ” – Al Reed (New Orleans, LA, USA)

Second Place in the Blues category is awarded to Al Reed for his classic song, ”Kiss Tomorrow Goodbye.”  Reed, born in 1929 in Belle Alliance, Louisiana, was a musician, songwriter, composer and singer, prominent in New Orleans throughout the second half of the 20th century in many musical genres: Rock and Roll, Country, and Rhythm and Blues. The winning song was performed by many artists in the mid ‘60s, and prior to his death in 1990, the song was re-released, performed by Johnny Winter on the album Guitar Slinger in 1984. Years later, in 2001 the song was included on the Grammy-nominated Johnny Winter – Deluxe Edition album.  


Third Place
“Move A Little Closer” – Haakon Hoeye, William Troiani – Oslo, Norway

Winning Third Place with the song “Move A Little Closer” are Haakon Hoeye and William Troiani. Well-known figures in the Norwegian Blues community, they have worked together regularly in different bands that grew out of the scene around the “Muddy Waters” club in Oslo. Their band, the Billy T. Band, is the recipient of multiple Spellemannsprisen awards in the Blues genre.
In addition to these winners, 12 other deserving Blues songs garnered Honorable Mentions within the category: 
“Bloodrush” – Andreas Stamnes / Little Andrew – Hjørangavåg, Norway
“I'm Less Blue” – Jesse Briggs- Yabucoa, Puerto Rico
“If Loving You Is Crazy” – Castro Coleman / Mr. Sipp The Mississippi Blues Child –
         McComb, MS, USA
“It Ain't Mine” – Linda Rodney / Chocolate Thunder – Greenville, SC, USA
“Let Him Be Blues” – Carole Fredericks – Paris, France
“My Hillcountry Blues” – Rita Engedalen – Kongsberg, Norway
“Put One Over” – Matthew Curry & The Fury – Bloomington, IL, USA
“Sun On My Back” – Ferci Kovács / T. Rogers – Budapest, Hungary
 “Tell Me” – Heidi Solheim / Pristine – Tromso, Norway
“Twisting The Knife” – Ronnie Byrd Foster, Bob Greenlee / Carrie A. Foster – Deltona,
        FL, USA

“What’s A Girl To Do” - Iseula Hingano, Nathan Brett / Blue Eyes Cry - Newport, VIC, 
       Australia
“You Ain't Coming Home” - Paul Turley, Paul Muir / Albany Down - London, England

For a complete list of 2013 ISC winners, to hear the winning songs, and to download low-res photos of all winners, go to http://www.songwritingcompetition.com/winnershttp://www.songwritingcompetition.com/winners
For high-res photos, please contact Candace Avery at cavery@songwritingcompetition.com 

ISC is sponsored by: Presonus, Lowden Guitars, Marshall Amplification, Solid State Logic, Berklee College Of Music, Mrs. Fields Cookies, Airplay Direct, D'Addario, DiscMakers, Thayers, SongU.com, Sonicbids, The Music Business Registry, Indie Venue Bible, Celebrity Access, Tunecore, Independent Mastering, George Stein, Esq., Songtrust, and Taxi.

ISC is now accepting entries for 2014. Go to http://www.songwritingcompetition.com for more information and an entry form.
###
